
Both of us come from small towns. We were

raised in families that believed in service — one

of us is the son of a volunteer fire chief, the other

the grandson of one. We learned early on that

you look out for your neighbors, whether you

agree with them or not. We approach public

service from a place of civility and respect. Both

of us believe in public service and giving back.

We each have served as county officials and are

aware of local needs, and we stand together in

condemning political violence in all its forms. We

are committed to building communities where

disagreements are never settled with bloodshed.

That’s the spirit we bring to our work. We may

belong to different parties, but we share the

same goal: to serve the people of Indiana and

Illinois. Our job is to invest state funds wisely,

keep risk low and earn strong returns — because

every extra dollar we make is one less dollar that

needs to come from hardworking taxpayers.

That means more money in family budgets for

groceries, gas and the everyday needs that

matter most.

That also means real savings for schools, towns

and families. It means better-funded fire

departments, more resources for kids with

disabilities through Achieving a Better Life

programs and more opportunities for families

saving for the future through 529 college and

career tax plans — whether your child’s dream is

college, an apprenticeship or trade school.

We also help entrepreneurs and small

businesses grow, creating well-paying jobs for

our neighbors. These are the everyday things

that matter most: strong schools, safe

communities and economic opportunity.

At the end of the day, most of us want the same

things — a good job, a safe home, a better future

for our kids. We just disagree on the best way to

get there. And that’s OK. What’s not OK is

treating fellow Americans like enemies. We can

debate without demeaning. We can disagree

without dehumanizing.

Our offices can’t pass laws to fix the country’s

divisions. But we can set an example: Lead with

respect, work together where we can and

remember that behind every vote, every opinion

and every bumper sticker is a person who wants

to be heard. It’s the spirit of our country that

must remain intact.

So, the next time you’re tempted to fire off that

angry Facebook comment, stop and think. Let’s

all try to turn down the temperature, listen more

and treat each other with decency. That’s how we

make our communities stronger and our country

better. Civility isn’t weakness — it’s the first step

toward a stronger America.

Michael Frerichs is the state treasurer of Illinois.

Daniel Elliott is the state treasurer of Indiana.

Submit a letter, of no more than 400 words, to

the editor here or email

letters@chicagotribune.com.
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OPINION  COMMENTARY 

State treasurers: It’s time 
to turn down the 
temperature and treat 
each other with dignity 

Candles are lit during a vigil in memory of political activist Charlie
Kirk at McKiernan Park in Chicago’s Mount Greenwood
neighborhood on Sept. 11, 2025. (John J. Kim/Chicago Tribune) 

By MICHAEL FRERICHS and DANIEL ELLIOTT 
PUBLISHED: September 26, 2025 at 5:00 AM CDT 

Modern politics have always been messy, but 

rarely has it felt this angry and this dangerous 

for this long. 

It seems like every debate now turns personal. 

Neighbors stop talking. Families argue at the 

dinner table. Even social media feel like a 

shouting match. It’s time to pull back, take a 

breath and bring some civility and common 

sense back into the way we disagree. 

As state treasurers from opposite political 

parties, we don’t see eye to eye on Charlie Kirk’s 

views. But we are united on this: No American 

should ever lose their life because of their 

political beliefs. Disagreements belong at the 

ballot box, at the debate stage or around the 

kitchen table — not in acts of violence. 

This tragedy hit close to home for us. One us, 

Daniel Elliott, went to Utah Valley University 

where the Kirk shooting took place, as does his 

daughter. She might have been at that event if 

not for a family gathering that day. It was a 

sobering reminder that politics aren’t just 

headlines — they touch real families and 

communities. 
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Modern politics have always been messy, but

rarely has it felt this angry and this dangerous

for this long.

It seems like every debate now turns personal.

Neighbors stop talking. Families argue at the

dinner table. Even social media feel like a

shouting match. It’s time to pull back, take a

breath and bring some civility and common

sense back into the way we disagree.

As state treasurers from opposite political

parties, we don’t see eye to eye on Charlie Kirk’s

views. But we are united on this: No American

should ever lose their life because of their

political beliefs. Disagreements belong at the

ballot box, at the debate stage or around the

kitchen table — not in acts of violence.

This tragedy hit close to home for us. One us,

Daniel Elliott, went to Utah Valley University

where the Kirk shooting took place, as does his

daughter. She might have been at that event if

not for a family gathering that day. It was a

sobering reminder that politics aren’t just

headlines — they touch real families and

communities.

At the end of the day, most of us want the same

things — a good job, a safe home, a better future

for our kids. We just disagree on the best way to

get there. And that’s OK. What’s not OK is

treating fellow Americans like enemies. We can

debate without demeaning. We can disagree

without dehumanizing.

Our offices can’t pass laws to fix the country’s

divisions. But we can set an example: Lead with

respect, work together where we can and

remember that behind every vote, every opinion

and every bumper sticker is a person who wants

to be heard. It’s the spirit of our country that

must remain intact.

So, the next time you’re tempted to fire off that

angry Facebook comment, stop and think. Let’s

all try to turn down the temperature, listen more

and treat each other with decency. That’s how we

make our communities stronger and our country

better. Civility isn’t weakness — it’s the first step

toward a stronger America.

Michael Frerichs is the state treasurer of Illinois.

Daniel Elliott is the state treasurer of Indiana.

Submit a letter, of no more than 400 words, to

the editor here or email

letters@chicagotribune.com.

SPONSORED CONTENT

MORE IN COMMENTARY

2025 September 26

Subscriber Terms and Conditions

Terms of Service

Cookie Policy

Cookie Preferences

California Notice at Collection

CA Notice of Financial Incentive

Do Not Sell/Share My Personal Information

Copyright © 2025 Chicago Tribune

Candles are lit during a vigil in memory of political activist Charlie
Kirk at McKiernan Park in Chicago’s Mount Greenwood
neighborhood on Sept. 11, 2025. (John J. Kim/Chicago Tribune)

VISIT ANIMALS EXPLORE THE ZOO

By signing up, you agree to our Terms of Use, Privacy Policy,
and to receive emails from Chicago Tribune.

Chicago Tribune Opinion: Read the latest editorials
and commentary curated by the Tribune Opinion

team.

Email address SIGN UP

Around the Web

Dementia and Memory Loss Have Been Linked
to a Common Habit. Do You Do It?
Health Headlines

Don't Miss out on The Patriot Cap -
Celebrating 250 Years
Funfany

Here's What New Walk-in Shower Should Cost
You in 2025
HomeBuddy

Dementia Has Been Linked to a Common
Habit. Do You Do It?
Braindefender

Neurologist: 97% of People With Neuropathy
Don't Know This Crucial Thing
NeuropathyGuide

5 Companies That Send People Money When
They're Asked Nicely
The Penny Hoarder

Illinois Residents Rave About Electric Nail
Clippers
Libiyi

How Much Does a New Roof Cost for a 1500
Sq. Ft. House?
HomeBuddy

Tinnitus (Ear Ringing) Has Been Linked to a
Common Habit. Do You Do It?
Health Report

Neurologists: 1/2 Cup Before Breakfast
Relieves Neurоpathy Quickly! (Try It)
Health Headlines

Show Your Love: Cherish Loved Ones With
Cardinal Lamp
Libiyi

1 Simple Hack to Slash Your Electric Bill (Try
Tonight)
NexoGadget

Drivers Over 50 Can't Believe They Didn't
Know This About Insurance
The Savings Expert

Pour This in Your Toilet and Watch The Stains
Vanish
Splash Foam

RECOMMENDED FOR YOU

1
US Border Patrol boats dock along
Chicago Harbor Lock as part of
immigration blitz

2
Lawsuit accuses Loyola University
Medical Center of doing risky organ
transplants to boost revenue

3
Should Chicago Cubs be concerned
entering postseason after Shota Imanaga
allows season-high 8 runs in loss?

4 Valparaiso teacher resigns after social
media post flagged by district

5 Orland Park Costco to expand parking
lot, gas station

6
Willie Wilson: Illinois leaders are
protecting their own turf instead of
constituents

7
Infiniti Gant: The City Council must
protect South Side families from
displacement by the Obama center

8
David Greising: Many of the ideas for
closing Chicago’s budget gap won’t make
a dent

9 Allan Ripp: A knee jerk’s guide to pain
management

10 Jerald McNair: Congressman Danny
Davis, thank you for a job well done

SPONSORED CONTENT

Flif Social Sports Picks    

BY FLIFF INC. — Make FREE football picks
all season long with Fliff! The #1 Social
Sportsbook app.

g g yo
g

ckyl

/

cy cy

The Travel App That’s Got
Your Back (and Your Bags)
BY ALLIANZ TRAVEL INSURANCE — The Allyz®
TravelSmart mobile app designed by Allianz
Partners, a global leader in travel insurance and
assistance, is a digital platform for travelers seeking
more control over the unpredictable.

David Greising: Many of the ideas for
closing Chicago’s budget gap won’t
make a dent

Jerald McNair: Congressman Danny
Davis, thank you for a job well done

Allan Ripp: A knee jerk’s guide to pain
management

Willie Wilson: Illinois leaders are
protecting their own turf instead of
constituents

OPINION  COMMENTARY

State treasurers: It’s time
to turn down the
temperature and treat
each other with dignity

   

 

 

        

        

        

         

     

      

      

         
    

        

 

 

    
       

    
 

   

Both of us come from small towns. We were 

raised in families that believed in service — one 

of us is the son of a volunteer fire chief, the other 

the grandson of one. We learned early on that 

you look out for your neighbors, whether you 

agree with them or not. We approach public 

service from a place of civility and respect. Both 

of us believe in public service and giving back. 

We each have served as county officials and are 

aware of local needs, and we stand together in 

condemning political violence in all its forms. We 

are committed to building communities where 

disagreements are never settled with bloodshed. 

That’s the spirit we bring to our work. We may 

belong to different parties, but we share the 

same goal: to serve the people of Indiana and 

Illinois. Our job is to invest state funds wisely, 

keep risk low and earn strong returns — because 

every extra dollar we make is one less dollar that 

needs to come from hardworking taxpayers. 

That means more money in family budgets for 

groceries, gas and the everyday needs that 

matter most. 

That also means real savings for schools, towns 

and families. It means better-funded fire 

departments, more resources for kids with 

disabilities through Achieving a Better Life 

programs and more opportunities for families 

saving for the future through 529 college and 

career tax plans — whether your child’s dream is 

college, an apprenticeship or trade school. 

We also help entrepreneurs and small 

businesses grow, creating well-paying jobs for 

our neighbors. These are the everyday things 

that matter most: strong schools, safe 

communities and economic opportunity. 
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Modern politics have always been messy, but

rarely has it felt this angry and this dangerous

for this long.

It seems like every debate now turns personal.

Neighbors stop talking. Families argue at the

dinner table. Even social media feel like a

shouting match. It’s time to pull back, take a

breath and bring some civility and common

sense back into the way we disagree.

As state treasurers from opposite political

parties, we don’t see eye to eye on Charlie Kirk’s

views. But we are united on this: No American

should ever lose their life because of their

political beliefs. Disagreements belong at the

ballot box, at the debate stage or around the

kitchen table — not in acts of violence.

This tragedy hit close to home for us. One us,

Daniel Elliott, went to Utah Valley University

where the Kirk shooting took place, as does his

daughter. She might have been at that event if

not for a family gathering that day. It was a

sobering reminder that politics aren’t just

headlines — they touch real families and

communities.

Both of us come from small towns. We were

raised in families that believed in service — one

of us is the son of a volunteer fire chief, the other

the grandson of one. We learned early on that

you look out for your neighbors, whether you

agree with them or not. We approach public

service from a place of civility and respect. Both

of us believe in public service and giving back.

We each have served as county officials and are

aware of local needs, and we stand together in

condemning political violence in all its forms. We

are committed to building communities where

disagreements are never settled with bloodshed.

That’s the spirit we bring to our work. We may

belong to different parties, but we share the

same goal: to serve the people of Indiana and

Illinois. Our job is to invest state funds wisely,

keep risk low and earn strong returns — because

every extra dollar we make is one less dollar that

needs to come from hardworking taxpayers.

That means more money in family budgets for

groceries, gas and the everyday needs that

matter most.

That also means real savings for schools, towns

and families. It means better-funded fire

departments, more resources for kids with

disabilities through Achieving a Better Life

programs and more opportunities for families

saving for the future through 529 college and

career tax plans — whether your child’s dream is

college, an apprenticeship or trade school.

We also help entrepreneurs and small

businesses grow, creating well-paying jobs for

our neighbors. These are the everyday things

that matter most: strong schools, safe

communities and economic opportunity.

Submit a letter, of no more than 400 words, to

the editor here or email

letters@chicagotribune.com.
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State treasurers: It’s time
to turn down the
temperature and treat
each other with dignity
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At the end of the day, most of us want the same 

things — a good job, a safe home, a better future 

for our kids. We just disagree on the best way to 

get there. And that’s OK. What’s not OK is 

treating fellow Americans like enemies. We can 

debate without demeaning. We can disagree 

without dehumanizing. 

Our offices can’t pass laws to fix the country’s 

divisions. But we can set an example: Lead with 

respect, work together where we can and 

remember that behind every vote, every opinion 

and every bumper sticker is a person who wants 

to be heard. It’s the spirit of our country that 

must remain intact. 

So, the next time you’re tempted to fire off that 

angry Facebook comment, stop and think. Let’s 

all try to turn down the temperature, listen more 

and treat each other with decency. That’s how we 

make our communities stronger and our country 

better. Civility isn’t weakness — it’s the first step 

toward a stronger America. 

Michael Frerichs is the state treasurer of Illinois. 

Daniel Elliott is the state treasurer of Indiana. 
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