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It’s always a great time to take photos for the Cream of the Crop Photography Contest. State Treasurer 
Michael Frerichs encourages all young photographers in Illinois to capture the beauty of agriculture in our 
state year-round — summer, fall, winter, and spring — so start snapping pictures today!

The contest runs from mid-March to mid-June each year, and participants compete in three age 
categories: 8-10, 11-14, and 15-18. Once the contest opens each year, visit creamofthecropcontest.com 
to enter and upload your agriculture-focused photos. Maybe one of your photos even will be featured in 
the next calendar!

Bright Start College Savings scholarships will be awarded to the top winners in 
each of the three age categories.

The Cream of the Crop photo contest is part of the Treasurer’s Ag Invest program. 
For more information on the contest, visit creamofthecropcontest.com or call 217.782.6738.

2025-2026



Dear Friends,

We are proud to present to you our 2025-2026 Ag Invest Cream of the Crop Photography Calendar.

The photos featured on the following pages were taken by students as part of our “Cream of the Crop” 
photography contest.
 
Agriculture has always been an important part of the Illinois economy and employs 1 in 17 jobs either 
directly or indirectly in the state. Illinois is consistently a national leader in both corn and soybean 
production. In this calendar, you will see agricultural photos taken by students that showcase their 
creativity and capture the beauty of our great state.
 
In the Treasurer’s Office, our goal is to use our programs to provide opportunities for people to 
succeed. If you are interested in learning more about how the Treasurer’s Office helps people invest in 
themselves, visit illinoistreasurer.gov.
 
Thank you to everyone for supporting the “Cream of the Crop” photography contest.

Sincerely,

Urban Autism Solutions’ “Growing Solutions 
Farm” in Chicago grows 100 varieties of 

vegetable, herbs, and flowers! 

At this 1.2-acre urban produce farm, 
transitioning high school students with autism 

gain work experience and build vocational skills.

illinoisable.com



“Fresh Peaches Growing” Loreli S., Plano, 14
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“The Harvest” Davin G., Marissa, 15, 2nd Place
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